
Week 5 – God’s Life-Giving Love 
 

Theme and Texture 

Our freeing from sin and other things that pull us away from 

God puts us in a unique position to consider what we are free to 

do. As we recognise how our lives are gifts, we begin to consider 

how we are to respond to them, fully and wholeheartedly. 

 

Grace for the Week 

To be aware of how my entire life is a gift from the love of God 

and how I seek to best make use of this gift. 

 
 

 

Prayer Points (Scripture and Prayer exercises) 
 

Wednesday  

Mark 10:17-27 – The Rich Young Man 

 The young man was called ‘good’ by the Lord – an 

indication of how he too was gifted. However, his 

response was quite reflective of that. Can we do better and 

respond as the Lord asks?  

 What do we need to ‘let go’ of and how would that help us 

to follow the Lord better? 

 

Thursday 

Reflection: Active Indifference 

 Indifference here does not mean not caring but in being 

open to how the Lord leads us. It’s about how we make a 

choice as to how we want to follow the Lord in our lives. 

 We try to live our lives as God gives it to us – can we truly 

do that and are we willing to try? 

Friday 

Jeremiah 1:1-10 –Do not say I am too young  

 We often feel unprepared for what we feel the Lord calling 

us to. That’s normal but we should also listen to how the 

Lord is helping us to respond and respond well. 

 Gifts are given all our lives, and even suffering and 

difficulty can be gifts. Are we willing to use these gifts 

despite the difficulties?  

 

Weekend 

Luke 23 – The Passion of the Lord 

 The reading of the Passion marks the start of Holy Week 

and the readings can evoke many different feelings in each 

of us. Take note of the feelings that we get when faced 

with the ultimate sacrifice of the Lord. 

 During the Eucharist this weekend, just try to stay with 

the Lord in His difficulty, His suffering and try to be with 

Him right to the end. Is the sacrifice worthwhile? Am I 

worthwhile?  

 After the Eucharistic celebration, give thanks to the Lord 

for the love that we feel, even in the most difficult 

moments. Continue to take note of how we feel and what 

all that means to me.  

 

Monday 

Philippians 2:6-11 – The Servant King  

 A king who takes on the mantle of a slave for his subjects. 

Not something we hear very often, especially these days. 

How would we respond to a king like this? 

 What kind of life are we called to lead based on the 

example of our king? 

  



Additional Materials 

 

Reflection: Active Indifference 
 

My life world offers me so many wonderful things—careers, places 

to live, consumer goods, travel, education and more. How will I 

decide which to choose from? 

I could choose in several ways. First, I could simply follow fashion. 

By following the trends of the latest clothes and activities, I could do 

what everyone else is doing right now. 

Or second, I could simply follow my own tastes. If I grew up in a 

rural area, I could choose to live of the town areas simply because I 

prefer it and for no other reason. If my natural preferences lead me 

to pursue some profession, I could simply follow that lead, figuring 

that God would not make me want something that would do me 

harm. 

Or third, I could set some definite goal for myself, to bring me to go 

beyond myself, reach fulfilment, and do some real good for others. 

For example, I could have an ambition to be a good lawyer or to 

work with people with disabilities. Then I could aim everything 

toward that goal. 

A fourth way would be more difficult. I could begin with the idea 

that I will never do anything to break my relationship with God my 

Lord, but will choose only what my conscience freely allows. Then I 

will wait to find out what God hopes for in me. 

To achieve this mind-set, I have to believe that I can know what God 

hopes in me, and I have to hope that I can find that out. 

I will also have to hold tremendously careful balance among all the 

wonderful choices before me so that I would not get so stuck on any 

of them that will incline me to this or that decision. That would 

mean that I would not follow the first or second way of choosing—

by doing what everyone is now doing, or by merely following my 

own tastes—and not the third—by setting my own life goal without 

asking God what my Creator wants in me. To put that another way: 

would not try to tell God what will make happy. I will wait to out 

what God has been hoping in me—and live confident that it will 

make me happy. 

Of course, I cannot sit back and expect God to strike me the way 

God struck Paul of Tarsus. I have to pray, and consider, and take 

counsel with trusted friends. I have to do what the whole Church is 

thinking and doing. I have to try this or that and see how it goes. 

But I will always be hoping to find God desiring in me, God shaping 

my life world, God bringing His Reign to reality. I hope to find what 

God wants first, and then I will decide what I let myself want and 

will choose. 

Holding this kind of indifference among God’s almost infinite 

number of gifts makes a person a great force for good. What a 

power she is who does not much care where she lives as long as 

God’s hopes are being realized! What a power he is who does not 

much care whether he lives wealthy or not, only as long as God’s 

justice is being done! Such a person truly finds God in all things—

God creating, God raising up justice and peace in all God working 

busily so that no one will be lost but everyone brought to the Reign. 
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